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Michael K. Powell, Chairman 
Federal Communications Cammission 
445 IP Street, $.w, 
Washington, D.C, 20554 

Montana State Unlverslty Is a large user of telecommunlcatlon services which support our 
Internal operations, communication among cBmpusea, and extenslva research Initiatives. 
Fortunately, WE are able to buy these servitxs from a negotiated wntmct: howwer, we are 
atways Interestod in pursuing ways to tmprove a~cess and lower costs. 

I haw kept abreast of the pmoess Qwest ha3 undertaken to meet the kdaral requlremmts to 
apply for appmwl to long dlstance wrylce to its Montana customer$, I have also rwlewed the 
changes in prim$ b r  services In states where the Incumbent serviw provider has bmn 
approved to offer long dlbtance wrvlces+ I've concluded that It would bO in Montana's best 
Interest to have another mmpatibr for OUT long distance buslness. In partlculnr, buslnesses 
that use large volumes of long distance servlces will benefit from addltlonal competltlorr. 

I understand WBSI Is now applying to your wmmlssion for epprowl to Offer long distanm 
sewlce. I urge you to review thI8 appllcation posltlwly. Its approval wilt allow Montana Shle 
University and large USWB to beneflt from helghtaned eompdltlon. 
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